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THE  WHITE ROCK.

rise of about six hundred feet in a slope of over a mile, nar-
rows to a gorge. This slope has on either hand high moun-
tains, and forms an excellent defensive battle-field for any one
backing up against the defile.
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Battle at the White Eock.

Up a ravine on the left bank of the Eeclus, probably went
the old Eoman road. It is also probable that whatever road
the barbarians had then made ran up this bank. That they
had made a road through the pass we are not only informed
by the authorities, but we know that the pass is utterly im-
practicable without a road of some kind. The population on
this route was quite equal to making fair roads for foot and
packs, which the necessarily sparse population of the Mt.
Cenis would not be apt to have done. Dominating this road,
as well as the Reclus, between which it stands boldly out, is
a high white rock of gypsum, whose face is naked, and which
is here universally known as La Roche Blanche. To-day it
is mined, and the rock ground into fine plaster. With refer-
ence to this rock, a tradition exists in the place that a exeat follow-
